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Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
ior  the  year  1950. 

a -Lhe  population  estimated,  at  6,37^  for  June  1950  compares 

wJrh  that  of  6,720  for  1949  a decrease  of  344  probably  entirely  due 
t.o  a decrease  in  the  Polish  population. 

_ As  already  noted  in  my  last  report  the  population  figures 

incluae  Poles  ano  any  members  of  the  armed  Forces  stationed  in  the 
This  population  being  now  termed  the  home  population. 

Tnj 3 population  figure  forms  a basis  for  the  calculation  of  any  vital 
statistical  rates,  and  births  and  deaths  of  persons  not  local 
inhabitants  are  also  included  in  the  returns. 


The  presence  in  the  District  of  two  Polish  hospitals 
including  one  xor  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  weights  our 
deaoh  returns  very  heavily,  particularly  in  the  case  of  persons  dying 
irom  tuberculosis. 


The  deaths  from  all  causes  during  the  year  were  110  giving 
a death  raoe  01  17  .2  per  1,000  01  the  home  population  as  compared  with 
a rate  of  19.9  in  1949,  and  a rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.6  per 
1,000  in  1950*  But  since  49  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  Polish 
people , I calculate  that  the  6l  d.eaths  in  local  inhabitants  would 
correspond  to  a death  rate  of  approximately  12.5  per  1,000. 

The  births  in  1950  were  104  giving  a birth  rate  of  16.3 
per  1,000  of  the  home  population  as  compared  with  a figure  of  15.8 
per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales . This  rate  again  is  for  the  total 
population  including  Polish  births. 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  accounted  for  19  of  the  total 
deaths  giving  a rate  of  2*98  per  1,000  of  the  home  population  as 
compared  with  a rate  of  O.36  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales.  All 
deaths  occurred  in  Polish  persons . It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 

total  deaths  19  is  approximately  one  third  the  number  of  deaths  from 
c.r.is  disease  in  1949 j and  from  a local  point  of  view  it  is  pleasing 
go  no  bo  that  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  occurred  in  local  inhabitants. 


There  were  11  deaths  from  cancer  as  compared  with  16  in 
T9; 9 5 snd  of  the  11  deaths  from  this  dise  as  e in  1950?  4 occurred  in 
icush  persons.  In  1949  there  were  10  deaths  in  local  inhabitants 
from  cancer  whereas  this  year  there  are  7 deaths. 

There  were  5 deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  .48  per  1,000  total  births.  It  should  be 
noted  that  2 of  these  deaths  were  in  Polish  babies. 

A new  list  of  causes  of  death  is  introduced  this  year 
based  on  the  International  Causes  of  Death  1948. 

Infectious  disease  was  more  prevalent  during  the  year, 
particularly  Leasles.  One  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  with  paralysis 
was  notiiied  in  an  adult  male  who  was  treated  in  an  isolation  hospital 
and  at  an  Orthopaedic  hospital. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 

^In  conclusion  I must  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Council 
arc.  I»! embers  for  their  co-operation  and  all  your  officers  who  have 
helped  me  to  compile  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
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A.  Cathcart. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


> "•  h (in  acres)  .......  29,749 

I::,; :l£V.,:,n  (Estimated  June  1950)  6,376 

Density  .2 

Inhabited  houses  1,332 

New  houses  certified  ...  20 

Births  104 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  ....  16.3 

Deaths  ............  110 

Death  rate  per  1,000  17.2 

Deaths  under  the  age  of  1 year  ....  5 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  related  Births  48.0 

Death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  2.98 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Rateable  Value  £23,888 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate  £ 88;  8s  7cM 


The  Rural  District  of  Overton  is  a completely  detached 
pari,  of  Flintshire,  situated  to  the  South-east  of  the  County 
on  the  English  bank  of  the  Dee.  Set  on  the  borders  of  England 
and  Males  the  area,  roughly  shaped  like  a diamond  is  11  miles  from 
East  to  West  and  six  miles  from  North  to  South.  The  River  Dee 
with  Denbighshire  beyond  bounds  the  District  in  the  West,  whilst 
to  the  North  lies  Cheshire  and  to  the  East  and  South  Shropshire. 

The  whole  district  is  fertile  and  well  cultivated  so 
that  the  principal  industries  are  agriculture  end  its  associated 
rural  unde  rt ale ings  • 

It  is  one  of  the  richest  milk  producing  areas  in  the 
whole  country. 
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General  Provisions  of  Health 
Services  in  the  area. 


!•  ^ P-.fo.lic  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  consist  of  : - 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  Allen  Cathcart.  M.B.  C.H.B.  D.T.M.  & H.  D.P.H. 
Sanitary  Inspector 

Mr.  R.  L.  Higgins,  M.R.S.I. 


2 « L-fooratory  Facilities 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Bacteriological  Department, 
Roval  Infirmary,  Chester,  the  Bacteriological  Department  of  the 
University  of  Liverpool  and  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Conway,  the  latterbteing  used  particularly  for  the  Bacteriological  E 
Examination  of  Water  Samples.  The  Examination  of  Milk  Samples  is 
done  at  the  University  College  of  Worth  Wales,  Bangor. 

3 • Ambulance  Facilities 

With  the  coming  into  effect  of  the  national  Health  Service, 
these  facilities  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Deeside  and 
Cl wyd  Hospital  Board  and  the  Flintshire  County  Council. 

4.  Hospitals 

Infectious  diseases.  Wrexham  Isolation  Hospital 


General.  Hospitals  outside  the  County  are  used  for  General 
c ases  o 

Royal  Infirmary,  Chester 
Wrexham  War  Memorial  Hospital 
Wrexham  Emergency  Hospital 
Ellesmere  Cottage  Hospital 
Whitchurch  Cottage  Hospital 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  two  large  Ministry  of  Pensions 
Hospitals  for  Polish  Persons  arc  situated  in  the  areas 

(a)  Wo.  3 Polish  General  Hospital  situate  at  Penley  - 
general  cases. 

(b)  Wo.  4 Polish  General  Hospital  situate  at  Iscoyd  for 
tuberculosis . 

5*  Maternity 

Patients  are  admitted  when  necessary  to  a Maternity  home 
either  at  Gresford  or  Wrexham  (both  homes  being  outside 
the  County) . 

6.  Clinics 

A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  Penley 
on  the  first  and  third  Thursday  in  every  month. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTFCU  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diphtheria  Prophylactic  Antigen  is  issued  free 
to  Medical  Practitioners  for  the  immunization  of 
children  in  the  area. 

The  response  was  excellent  and  a high  percentage 
of  the  children  are  fully  protected. 

PREVENTION  CF  BLINDNESS 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Acc^  19s|p* 

TtBERCULOSCS 


Ho  action  taken 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


* 


ALL  CAUSES 


M F 

73  37 


-l.  tuberculosis  Respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis  ocher 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningocaal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  stomach 

11*  Malignant  11  " Lung/Bronchus 

12.  Malignant  " n Breast 

13.  Malignant  " ” Uterus 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
15  • Leukaemia  Aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17*  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
13.  Coronary  Disease.  Angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

22.  Influenza 

23 . Pneumonia 

24 . Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
2'7„  Gastritis  Enteritis  and.  Diarrhoea 
2i)c  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
2v*  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
30 0 Pregnancy  Childbirth  Abortion 
3 1 • C ongenital  Half ormati ons 
32.  Other  Defined  and  Illdefined  Diseases 
33*  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
34.  All  other  Accidents 
35*  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  IQ  50 . 
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EXTRACTS  from  the  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  YEAR 


Male  Female 


BIRTHS  LEGITIMATE  48  53  101 

ILLEGITII-.IA.TE  _2  1 3 

Total  50  54  104 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ......  = ....  16.3 

Birth  rate  England  and  Wales  15 08 

Made  Female  Total 


S WM.L  BIRTHS  LEGITIMATE  1 1 2 

ILLEGITIMATE  ^ 

Total  'l  1 2 

Rate  per  1,000  population  0*31 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..............  O.37 

Male  Female  Total 

\r  1'  T.— 1 vrrmmrsm* _ . 3 ‘ _ ' 

73  37  HO 

Death  rate  per  !i  ,000  popluation  17  • 2 


Death  rate  fo:  England  and  Wales  ...........  11.6 

Death  from  dise-ioes  and  accidents  of  Pregnancy 


and  Child  Birth? 

From  Sepsis  Mil 

From  other  causes  Mil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age;  Male  Female 


Legitimate  3 2 

Illegitimate 

Total 3 2" 

IMF  AMT  I LE  MORTALITY  RATE 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  48.0 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .................  29.8 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age) 


Male  Female 


6 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 


5 


% 


Comparative  Table  of  Birth  Rates,  Civilian 
Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and 
Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  1950. 


Rato  _ per  1,000  Civilian  Population 


BIRTHS  England  & Wales 

Overton  R.D. 

Live  Births 

15.8 

16.3 

Still  Births 

0.37 

.31 

DEATHS 

All  Causes 

11.6 

17.2 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.36 

2.98 

Influenza 

0.10 

0.47 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & ) 

Polioencephalitis  ) 

0.02 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.46 

0.47 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococial  Infectio?i 

0.03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.50 

0.47 

Whooping  Cough 

3.60 

0.16 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.17 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

3.39 

6*  16 

Pneumonia 

0.70 

0.31 

Acute  Poliomyelitis ) Paralytic 

0.13 

0.16 

Poliomyelitis  ) Non-Paralytic 

0.05 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning 

0.17 

0.00 

DEATHS 

All  causes  under  1 year  of  age 

29.8 

48.0 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under 

2 years  of  age 

1.9 

0.0 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Rates  per  1,000 

Total  Live  & 

Puerperal  Fever  & Pyrexia 

Still 

81 

Births 

0.00 

3NFANTIIE  MORTALITY 

DEATHS  CF  INFANTS  under  1 year  of  Age  • 

H F 

Total  3 2 

Legitimate  3 2 

Illegitimate 

The  causes  of  Infant  Deaths  were  as  follows 

A Local  Inhabitants  M F 

3 2 1 

1.  Female  age  1 hour  died  of  Prematurity  in  Ambulance 

2.  Male  age  8 days  died  of  Congenital  Heart  Disease 
3»  Male  age  1 month  died  of  Broncho  Pneumonia 

M F 

B POLES  2 11 

1.  Male  age  1 week,  died  of  Prematurity 

2.  Female  age  5 days  died  of  Prematurity 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


% 


i,  :i;±ik  supply 

The  district  is  well  known  for  its  dairy 
farming,  and  milk  produced  in  abundance.  The 
producers  are  chiefly  Wholesale,  and  the  Milk 
is  collected  by  Creameries  with  their  own  transport. 

The  general  standard  of  milk  production  is  very 
good,  and  the  Dairy  Farmers  readily  respond  to  advice 
in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  "the  accredited" 
scheme . The  number  of  Tuberculin  Tested  herds  is 
increasing  and  there  is  one  Pasteurising  plant  licensed 
in  the  area.  During  the  year  a good  number  of_ncw 
cowhouses  and  dairies  have  been  constructed,  and 
existing  buildings  reconstructed  to  conform  with 
Tuberculin  Tested  standards . 


2.  MILK  SAMPLES 


The  County  Police  are  still  the 
authority  appointed  to  take  samples  under  the 
Food  and  Drug  Acts,  samples  from  "accredited"  and 
other  Designated  premises  arc  regularly  taken  by 
the  County  Agricultural  Advisory  Officer's 
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SANITARY  CIRCcWSIAlTCE  OR  THE  AREA. 


1*  WATER  - The  Council  as  the  Statutory  Wator  Authority 

continues  to  make  satisfactory  progress  with  the  distribution 
of  mains  water  supply  within  its  area.  A 5 inch  diameter 
trunk  main  4}  miles  long  has  been  acquired  from  the  War 
Department ? and  distribution  mains  to  hamlets  and  farms  arc 
in  hand.  The  village  of  Worthenbury  is  now  served  by  a 
3 inch  diameter  main. 


2®  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  - Preliminary  reports  concerning 
a modern  disposal  plant  for  Overton*- tn-Dee  are  in  hand9 
and  small  schemes  combining  new  Council  houses  and  existing 
dwellings  are  being  carried  out. 


i-  RLTC  CLEANSING  - Refuse  collect 
in  par  Ls  of  the  Parish  of  Danger- As 
in  r,k-:  Parish  of  Overton.  Schemes 
'..daer  Parishes s and  t-he  Council  are 

central  refuse  tip  at  PerJ.eyv 


ion  is  operated  weekly 
-y-eoed  and  fortnightly 
are  contemplated  for 
negotiating  for  a new 


4.  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES  ~ No  action  has  been  necessary. 

5.  CAMPING  SITES  - No  comping  sites  existing  within  the 

District. 

6.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT  - No  action  has  been  required. 


7*  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS  - None  in  existence  in  the  District, 

8.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  - No  action  has  been  found  necessary. 

9*  RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911  & 1908  - No  action  has  been  found 

necessary. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1P^7  & 1948 
PART  .1  OF  THK  ACT. 


Premises 

(1) 

(1)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1, 
^;3?4  & 6 are  to 
j".  enforced  by 
" ■ r.l.  Authorities 

P)  Rectories  not 
iroisdad  in  (1)  in 
:fh Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
.reel  Authority 

( ; . v 0 • ■ h e r-  I've  mi  s e s 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Loca3  Authority 
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H DEFECTS  -Rh 

Til  FOUND 

f 

i 

i 
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N umb  c 1 0 f Defect. 

s:  5 No 

. of  cases 

1 

Particulars  line  Found. ' Heme nau, 


(1) 

pint  of  cleanliness 

(S.l) 

A c.r  crowding  (S.2)  \ 
' •''eaconable  tem- 
perature (S  • 3 ) 
Inadequate  ven- 
tilation (S  .4) 
'ineffective  drain-  , 
are  of  floors  (S.6> 
Sanitary  Conven-  , 
ier.ces  (S  •» 7 ) s 
, (a)  insufficient  . 
(b)  Unsuitable  or • 
defective 

; (c)  Not  separate  J 
for  soxes  j 
Other  offences 
against  the  ~ct. 


TCTxvL, 


Referred  jin  which  pro- 
to H.M.I.  i secutions  were 


(5) 


instituted 

(6) 


Nil 


Nil 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(7) 
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